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| [1] 
EMSEETTIF == 
A Sermon, &C: 
IsA14H. Chap. LVII. Ver. 1. 


The Righteous periſheth, and no Man layeth 
it to Heart ; and merciful Men are taken 
away, None con/1dering that the Righteorns 


is taken away from the Ewil to come. 
| clude with a grievous Complaint, 
which the Prophet makes, of a looſe 
and careleſs World : when all Perſons were 
either intent upon their Profit, or addicted 
to their Pleaſure: and leem'd to have little 
or no Concern for any publick Calamity 
that tell upon them. 

Hence in the Ninth Verſe, Al ye Beaſts 
of the Field come to devour: Tea, all ye Beaſts 
in the Fore/t. That is, the Land of //- 
rael which God once Cared for, the Vine- 
yard which he once Planted with his own 


Right-hand, it is now ſo Degenerate,' and 
A Bar- 


HE preceding Chapter does con- 


(2 ] 
Barren of all that is Good, that it 1s onl 
Ripe for Deſolation. Therefore, A ye Bealh 
of the Field and the Foreſt come and devour 
it. 2.e. Let this Vineyard be Entred and 
Trampled by ſome Forreign Nation : Let it 
be Profan'd by ſome ſtrange Religion: Let 
Heathens come, and take away the Place and 
Nation. 

For alas! All the Inhabitants are Secure 
andStupid: They ſcarce apprehend the com- 
mon Danger: They take no thought of ap- 
peaſing the Anger of God, or of averting 
thoſe Judgments that hover ore their guilty 
Heads: No! Even they whoſe Character 
and Office makes it their eſpecial Duty to 
attend the publick Good, They are all wrapt 
up in Vice and Eaſe. ver. 10. His Watchmen 
are blind, they are all ignorant, and ſv on. 
Some have their Soul fill'd up with Thoughts 
and Cares how to force Trade, and 1mnprove 
their ſordid Store. ver. I1. 7 hey all look to 
therr own way, every one for his Gain from 
his Quarter. And while theſe are drudging 
to encreaſe their Wealth, there be Others 
equally unconcern'd for National Intereſt, 
who drown the ſenſe of common Safety in 
Riot and Exceſs. ver. 12. Come ye, ſay they, 
Iwwilt fetch Wine ; and we will jill our ſetves 


avith 


- 


L33 
with /trong Drink ; and to morraw fhall be 
as this day, and much more abundant. 

And thus, between the baſe Avarice of 
ſome, and the rude Debauchery of others: 
The Nation ſleeps on 1n fatal Security, and 
wants the feeling of her own Wounds. If 
Gop ſhould now threaten Invaſions from 
abroad, and Diſtrations at home; yet few 
would apprehend the Storm, more few pro- 
vide againſt it. It GoD ſhould take away a 
righteous Prince, and give the deepeſt cauſe 
for a univerſal Grief and Lamentation; vct 
a covetous and diflolute People would ſcarce 
be affected with the infinite Loſs: For ſo it 
tollows in the Text. 

The Righteons periſheth, and no Man lay- 
eth it to Heart; and mercifis Men are taken 
away ; None con/idering that the Righteous 
is taken away from the Evil to come. 

Let me ask leave firſt to explain the 
Words, and then to reflect on the Senſe and 
Subject of them. 

Firſt, Here 1s the Character of thoſe who 
are {aid to peri/h, and to be taken away. 
They are the Righteous and the Merciful - 
The Righteous periſheth, and merciful Men 
are taken away. 


A 3 


To 


[ 4 ] 


To be Righteous does I think imply a uni- 
verſal Goodneſs, Piety, Juſtice, Integrity, 
and molt other Graces and Vertues, that 
make the perfect and upright Soul : There- 
fore our Blefled SaviouR who had no Sin 


21.4.2 nor Guile, is call'd the Sur of Righteouſneſs ; 


and ſcarce a higher Eulogy could be given of 
him, than what the Centurion deliverd at 


Lu%.23. his Paſſion, Certainly this was a Righteos 


047 e Man. 


And tho' this Title cannot be ſtritly con- 
terrd on any of us Sinners: For in truth, a- 
mong us there 1s 20 One fully Righteors, no 
not One. Yet ina qualify d ſence, and with 
that allowance which Religion and Lan- 
guage make, thoſe Perſons who arc Exem- 
plary for Goodneſs and Vertue, they arc julſt- 
ly calld Righteous: Partly for their own 
love, and their own practice of all Equity, 
and Honeſty ; but chiefly for the Merits of 
theHoly Je svus, by which they arc juitify'd, 
or accepted as Righteous, in the fight of 
God: For he is ſaid to cover #s 71th a Robe 


of Rrghteonſneſs, Ifa. 61. 10, and by St. Paul 


\Cer.5. 0 be made Sin (or a Sufterer for Sin) /or ws, 
ier-23- Fhat we might be made the Righteouſneſs of 


God in Hm. 
Nor ar&they only call'd Righteors, but 
Mer- 


[5] 
eIMerciful : The Merciful men are taken a 
Way. Becauſe Mercy, Pity and Compaſſion, 
they ought to be alway the Temper and 
Practice of Righteous perſons: Therefore the 
the Wiſe Man joins theſe Two Vertues to 


make up the Chara&ers of Goodneſs, Fe 7. >r. 
that followeth after Righteouſneſs and Mer- *: ': 


cy. Mercy without Righteouſneſs makes a 
ſoft and a weak Soul Wand Righteouſneſs 
without Mercy has nothing Divine or Hu- 
mane 11 1t: At leaſt, if Righteoulſnets alone 
would create ſome Veneration; yet it 15 
Mercy can alone command the loye of Man- 
kind: For ſcarcely for a Righteons man will 
one Dye, yet peradventinre for a Good man 
ſome would even dare to Dye. 

This 1n general is the Righteons and Mer- 
ciful that peri/herth, and 1s taken away. But 
Interpreters belieye the Prophet meant ſome 
one particular Perſon of eminent Vertue and 
of high Degree : Perhaps the e Me/tab him- 
ſelf : or perhaps {ome Crowned Head in 7/- 
rael, who reignd a publick Blefting, whoſe 
Righteouſnels and Mercy,fo long as he liv'd, 
did 1ſcrve to citabliſh his Throne, and to ex- 


alt his Nation. And G797zzs underſtands 1t Grot. is 
of the great Example of Royal Vertucs Fo- << 


/iah, who did alway that which was right in 
the 


P/ſal.12. 


V. 20. 


Ecc! rt. 
Ver. ©. 


#7eb. 9. 
P23 
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the /iehi of the Lord ; and keeping the noble 
Mean between Superſtition and Profaneneſs, 


. turned not aſide neither to the right Hand 
- nor to the left. 


Alas! That righteous Prince, and merci- 
ful Governour per:/beth, and 1s taken away. 
The ſecond Phraſe to be explaind. 

To perth cannot be here meant a total De- 
ſtruction, or a retFn to {lcep in Nothing; 
in which ſence the Bea/?s are ſaid to per/b. 
No one of Mankind can ſo periſh : For when 


our mortal Bodies drop, our Souls muſt put 7 


on Immortality; and while our Fleſh falls 


back to Duſt and Aſhes, our Spiri? does re-. 


turn to God Who gave tt. 

Nor can per//b1ug here mean that eternal 
Perdition, which remains the plague and 
portion of the Wicked, who without doubt 
ſhall periſh everlaſtingly : For the Righteous 
ſhall be {av d from that dreadful Doom, and 
ſhall enter into a reſt, and peace, and joy 
tor ever and ever. 

But by pery/bing 18 here plainly meant a 
temporal Death, trom which no more the 
Righteous than theWicked can be exempted. 
[t being appointed for all (however great and 
good) for all Men once toDye. So is the ſence 
of the ſame phraſe, M:c.7.2. The Good man 15 


per- 
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periſved out of the Earth - 1.e. 1s dead and 
gone; and fo 1s Zaken away, or remoy d 
from one World to another : As the 
eMe/rah by his Paſhon 1s ſaid to have been 
taken away and cut off out of the land of the 1\ 53.8. 
Living. 

So as the Prophet might deſign theſe 
words ſhould fignity to this effect. Some one 
righteous and merciful Soul, whoſe Autho. 
rity and Example countenanc'd Vertue, and 
kept up Religion: That Great Soul, of 
| whom Zthe Horld was not worthy, has left 
- *5F this ungrateful World, and is gone to ſeek a 
 ; better Country, and to fit upon a higher 
+ © Throne, where it has receivd a Crown of 
Righteouſneſs laid up for it, where it reigns 
in greater Glory, and enjoys a Kingdom 
which ſhall have no end. 

But tho' the Rzghteons thus periſheth, and 
the e Merciful be thus taken away : yet No 
man layeth it to Heart, none con/tdereth. 

To /ay to Heart 15 a Hebrew Phraſe to be 
deeply atteted with Concern and Sorrow : 

! ,, to mourn and expreſs the Affliction and Bit- 
; terneſs of our Soul : and to, be humbled un- 
- *. der the ſevere Blow that 1s ſtruck by the 
| & mighty Hand of Gop. Then 70 con/ider of 
it: that 1s, to remember what Proyocations 
we 


. 
Ia 4. 
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we have given to the ALMIGHTY, that he 7 
ſhould thus Chaſtiſe us in his Anger : to ' 
reflect that we haye indeed deſerved theſe 
and worſe things to come upon us: but then 
to weigh and ady1ſe, what Couric will be moſt 
proper to appeaſe an Offended Gop, and to 
ayert thoſe farther Judgments, which this 
one Calamity ſeems to threaten and pre- 
lage. 

And One would think all this Scene of 
Sorrow muſts needs open, when the Rzghre- 
ous periſheth, and when the e Merciful are 
taken away. It 1s the InſtruQtion of Solomon, 
that aſter the day of Death, there will be a 
houſe of e Meurning : and at the End of any 
. e Man, the Living will lay it to his Heart. 

To Die 15 the debt of Nature, paid by De- 
parting Souls: and to mourn for the Dead 1s 
as much the debt of Nature in thoſe Friends 
that ſurvive. Eſpecially if the Soul taken 
away were. Righteous and Mercitul, the 
Lofs 1s greater, and the greater Sorrow due. 
More precious 1s their Death in the ſight of 
the LoRD: and more dear ſhould be their 
Memory among the Sons of Men. 

But eſpecially , when 'tis probable the 
Prophet meant,not a righteous Soul that in- 
ipired a common and ordinary Mortal : but 
one 


—_ M2 WY 


[9] 
One advanc'd to Grandeur, One in Royal 
Dignity and Power ; whoſe Greatneſs did 
dilate and recommend his Goodneſs; who 
ſhind in an higher Orb, even as a Sun of 
Righteouſneſs, and ſhed a gracious Influence 
on all Below : For ſuch a One to perz/b, and 
be Zook away, mult needs ſpread a Darkneſs 
and a Horrour oyer the Faces and over the 
Hearts of all, that were 1o lately bleſt with 
that Auſpicious heat and light. 

The Prophet might well expect, that on 
this fad Occafion, eyery Breaſt ſhould have 
{well'd and broke in Sighs, and from every 
Eye ſhould ariſe a Fountain of Tears, when 


the Breath of their No/trils, the eAnomted 


. of the Lord, was taken from them : But he 


found himſelf diſappointed ; the People had 
no ſenſe of Loſs, no unprefſion of Grief; as 
careleſs and unconcernd, as if common Hu- 
manity had been buried with the Dead. 

This provokes the Prophet to upbraid 
their hardneſs of Heart, their ſtupidity of 
Soul; that they ſhould have no common 
Juſtice to lament the per:/bing of the Righte- 
0145.5 no Bowels left to condole the MerciFut 
being taken away. 

Alas! That the Righteous One ſhould 
periſh, and'no Man ſhould lay it to _— 

B an 


Pj. 34. 


ver. 19 
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and that Merciful men ſhould be taken a- 
way, none conſidering that 

The Righteous is taken away from the Evil 
to come. This Phraſe does admit of a double 
ſence: Either 77/7, For the Righteous to be 
taken away from all perſonal Evil, that by 
a longer Lite ſhould come upon themlſelyes: 
Or /econdly, The Righteous being taken a- 
way from ſome publick Evil;that after their 
Departure ſhall fall upon the People and Na. 
tion, which they leave behind.' It 1s un- 
doubtedly true in the Firſt, and I am afraid 
more true 1n the Second ſenſe. 

Fir/?, The Righteous and Merciful are 
taken away from all perſonal and private 
Evils exc. For as the Pſalmiſt declares, 
Many are the Affiliftions of the Righteous, 
and 1t 1s only Death can deliver them out of 
all: And ſure one great Eyil, from which 
they are taken, 1s to ſee the Wickedneſs of 
the Age they live in: For Righteous perſons 
to obſerve ſo much of Fraud and Oppreſſion, 
of Injury and Violence; for mercitul Souls 
to live on, and behold ſo much ſpiteful Re. 
venge, and ſo many crue/ Merctes of the 
Wicked - This muſt needs move their Pa- 
rience, and tempt their Indignation; as was 
the fore Experience of Loft in the midſt of 
2g0- | 


4: I 
Sodom, when to be an Eye-witneſs of their 
ſcandalous and abominable way of living, 


He dwelling among them, in ſeeing and hear- » Per.2. 


ing,aid vex his righteous Soul from day to day. 

Eſpecially good and pious Princes, they 
are more nearly concern d for the Glory of 
G oD, and the Goud of Mankind ; and there- 
fore are more dceply affected with the hei- 
nous and crying Sins of their People. To ſee 
that neither their Authority can reſtrain, 
nor their Example retorm, the Age they live 
in: In fpite of their Laws and their own Q- 
bedience to them, to ſee Vice and Villany in- 
{ult, and reign above their Suvereign power; 
This muſt needs be a Grief and Vexation to 
their Royal Spirit: For ſo holy David was 
often mourning for the Sins of his diflolute 


ver. 8. 


Subjects : Rivers of Waters run down mine f. 119. 


Eyes, becauſe they keep not thy Lanw : I be- 
held the Tranſgreſſors, and was grieved, be- 
cauſe they kept not thy Word. From this un- 
grateful Evil wiſe and vertuous Princes are 
taken away by Death, entring then into a 
Kingdome,. where without Puniſhment or 
Reproof all Obey : Where, tho' there be dif- 
terent Orders and Degrees, there is no dit- 
terent Intereſt or Inclination, nor other Paſh- 
ons but thoſe of Loye and Joy. 

B 2 To 


V. 136. 
158. 
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To be thus taken away from perſonal and 
private Eyils may be one Sence implied : But 
I doubt the Sence chiefly intended 1s, their 
being taken away from ſome publick Evil, 
or ſome common Calamity, that after their 
Departure ſhall fall upon the People and Na- 
tion, which they leave behind. 


Pro. 14 As the juſt GoD does provide that Rzgh- 
ver 3+: Zeouſneſs ſhould exalt a Nation : So does 


he reſolye that $7 ſhall prove to the De- 
ſtruftion of every People. Therefore when a 
whole Country declines into Profaneneſs and 
Atheiſme, into delighting in their Vanity, 
and glorying in their Shame ; then does that. 
God to whom Vengeance belongs, begin to 
{hew himſelf, to vindicate his Juſtice, and 
exert his Power : Then does his Reſentment 
break forth 1n thoſe words of the Prophet : 


%er.s.9. Shall 1 not Viſt for theſe things, ſaith the 


LoRD, and ſhall not my Soul be avenged on 
ſuch a Nation as this? 

But when the day of Viſitation is appoint- 
ed, Gop often calls away the innocent and 
righteous Souls, and hides them from the 
Judgment dropping down : As-of Old, he 
prepared a Zour for righteous Lot, before the 
Deſcent of his fiery Indignation upon Sodom: 
And an Ark was built for Noah, before the 
De- 


[ 13 } 
Deluge flow'd in upon the guilty World. So 
has it been fince obſery d, that the good St. 
Augu/iine departed this Life, juſt betore his 
City ZH:ppo was taken and laid waſt: And 
Zcalous Luther 1s congratulated for being 
took out of the World a little betore the 
Civil Wars in Germany, and the Miſeries of 
that divided Country. 

Thus frequently are the Righteous taken 
away from the Evil to come. Eſpecially, it 
the Text referrs to righteous and mercitul 
Princes, They by the ſingular Care of Provi- 
* dence ſeem caught away from ſome publick 
Calamity, which Themſelves deſerve to e- 
ſcape, and their People deſerve to ſuffer. It 
was ſo in the Reign of Hezekiah, That cx- 
cellent Prince had a perverſe People, for 
whom GoD had prepared a Vial of Wrath, 
but would not pour it down,till his Anoint- 
cd Head was laid ſafe in his Sepulchre. #/rath 
Was upon Judah and Jeruſalem, but Heze- 


kiah humbled himſelf, ſo that the wrath of 31. 25, 


* the Lord came not upon them in the days of ** 

_ Hezekiah: But when He ſlept with his Fa- 
thers, then came Invaſion, and Bloud, and 
Captivity. Then the Lord brought upon them 
the Captains of the Hot of the King of Aljyria, 
which took Manaſſeh among the Thorns, and 
bound 
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bound him with Fetters, and carried him 
to Pabylon. 

This d:ipenſation of Providence was more 
remarkable in the Reign of religious Jo/zah : 
When the People deſpisd the Example of 
the Beſt of Princes; and made the City and 
Country a Stage of Profanencſs, while the 
Court was all Devotion: Then by the mouth 
of Hu/dah the Propheteſs, thus ſaid the 
LoRD, Behold [ will bring Evil upon this 
lace, and upon the Inhabitants thereof, even 
all the Curſes that are written in the Book: 
e My wrath ſhall be poured out upon this 
place, and ſhall not be quenched. But the 
pious Prince, He was ſnatched as a Fire- 
brand out of the Fire. As for the King of 
Judah, thus ſaith the Lok D, Becauſe thine 
Heart was tender, and thou did/t humble thy 


ſelf, and rend thy cloaths, and weep before 


me - Behold I will gather thee to thy Fathers, 
and Theu ſhalt be gathered to thy Grave in 
peace ; neither ſhall thine Eyes ſee all the 
Emil that I will bring upon this place, and 
upon the Inhabitants of the ſame. And ſo 
the Reprieve was granted, till his Sanctuary 
was the Grave. But then, the firſt Succeſſor 
was deposd, and carried into egypt ; and 
under the next, GoD brought upon them the | 
King {| 


[ IF } 
King of the Chaldees, who /lew the young » Cron. 
men with the Sword, and had no compaſſion ** *7 
upon Toung man or maiden, Old man, or him 
that /tooped for Age. 

The Records of our own Church and Na- 
tion preſent us with ſuch an Inſtance of Di- g,, 2us. 
vine Mercy in the moſt Pious of our Engliſh * 7 

Princes, King Edward the Confeſlor; whom ,,_ . 
our Oldeſt Hiſtorians report to have had this 7 
Viſion on his dying Bed. Two Men of Re-" 
ligious Order and Habit appeard in his 
Chamber, and declar'd themſelves the Meſ- 8c mptone 
ſengers of God, and deliyer'd this Expreſs *v+ 
to him : Tour Nobility, Clergy, and People of 
England have fill d up the meaſure of therr Few. 
Intquittes : So that God has bent his Bow,and .u.* 
made his Arrows ready for them. Die you in 
Peace, but within One Near, and One Day 
after your Deceaſe, Strangers ſhall poſſeſs this 
Land, and condemn it to Fire and Sword. 
To this Meſlage they ſay the Prince return'd: 
e My Soul zs fore troubled to foreſee the Af- 

futtion of my People ; but ſure if they turn 

from their Wickedneſs, then will God repent, 
and leave a Bleſjmg for them. A like Sen- 
tence was denounc d upon the Nineyites, and 
yet /uſpended on their Repentance : Nay, the 
Humiliation of wicked Ahab diverted the 
Evil 


( 216 ] 
Fxil from his own days : Therefore (lays he) 
I will perſwade my People to repent, that 
God may have Mercy, and withhold the tm- 
pending Judgment. No, faid the Two Holy 
Men, The Heart of this People is hard ned, 
and their Eyes are blinded ; they cannot ſee 
with their Eyes, and under/land with their 
Heart, and God cannot heal them. Depart 


you in Peace, and eſcape the Evil to come. 
The Hiſtory proceeds, That the decaying 


Prince recoverd ſtrength to tell This to his 
attending Courtiers; and that S/zgand a- 
mong Others ridicul'd the Story, and faid it 
was all the Dotage and Delirium of a dying 
Man : But it prov'd a Prophecy, and had a 
fatal Completion; for within the appointed 
time, the Normans invaded, and conquer'd, 
and divided the Land. 

Thus have I op ned the Text,and familiar- 
ly explain'd the ſeveral parts of it; ſo that it 
is eaſy for you to apprehend this to have 
been the ſence of the Prophet. In the midſt 
of a wicked and careleſs Generation, ſome 
publick Calamity, ſome univerſal Loſs may 
happen, and yet None be much affected with 
it: Even the ſharpeſt Aﬀicion may befal 
a Nation, their righteous Prince may periſh, 
and their merciful Goyernour be taken a- 
way ; 


L 
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way; and yet the Wound reaches to no 
Heart, None betray the Concern and Sorrow 
which ſo ſad an Accident calls for ; but drive 
on their little Humours and Deſigns with no 
regard of publick Loſs, or publick Good. 
When alas! They ought to conſider, that 
by ſuch a providential Chance, they may 
ſuffer more than they imagine : For that 
Caſtle of Defenſe being now remov d, Ene- 
maies and Deſtruction may come upon them: 
and ſad Experience may too ſoon convince, 
that the Righteous was taken away from a 
fatal Evil to come, which had been longer 
ſuſpended, had the Righteous longer liv'd. 

And now All this I will not apply ſo near, 
as every Conſcience may apply. When righ- 
teous Princes periſh, their Aſhes are too 
Sacred to be diſturb d by every Tongue: And 
when they ſeem taken away from an Evil to 
come, yet it 1s not fit every bold Perſon 
ſhould portend: that Evil, or deſcribe the 
Tokens of it : - It 1s more modeſt to direct 
you how to beſtow one ſerious Thought or 
two on thele Branches of the Text. 

Fir/t, On the Righteous periſhing, and 
the Merciful being taken away. 

Secondly, On no Man laying it to Heart, 
nor conſidering what may be the Conſe: 
quence of it. C Third- 
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Thirdly, On the fatal Reaſon of God's 
Providence in 1t: The Righteous may be 
taken away from ſome Evil to come. 

Fir/?, Let us refle& on the Righteous pe- 
riſhing, and the Mercitul being taken away. 

Let us reflect, I ſay, that Piety and Vertue 
will fave our Souls, but not our Lives: All 
Graces areſubje&to Mortality in this World, 
and only purchaſe Eternity in that other 
World. It 1s true, the prolonging of days 
in the Land wherein they live, 1s promis'd a 
Reward to the Obedient Keepers of Divine 
Laws; and ſo it really proves, by the courſe 
of Nature, and by the care of Providence : 
By the courſe of Nature, as Sobriety, Tem- 
perance, and all Vertue preſerve our Health, : 
and protra& our Lite: And again, By the 
care of Providence, as GoD more eſpecially 
protects his own Seryants from common 
Dangers, keeps them as the Apple of his 
Eye, and hides them under the Shadow ot 
his Wings, and carries them ſafe to Grey 
Hairs, and a good Old-age. 

But this 1s not ſo meant, as if all Men's 
Piety were to be a Charm againſt Sickneſs 
and Death : No! Not only the Bloud-thirſty 
and Deceitful do not live out half their days; 


but eyen the Good and Vertuous fall often 
in 
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in the prime of their Age: And yet by their 
untimely Death they juſtify the Wiſdom 
and Mercy of GoD, in that they more quick- 
ly retire to Reſt, when they are ſooner 
weary of a wicked World; and particularly 
are taken away from ſome enſuing Judg- 
ment, which they kept off by their exem- 
plary Lives, and make room for by their 
{tudden Death. 

This 1s a juſt Refle&tion on the Death of 
all Righteous and Merciful Men : But if the 
Prophet underſtood, as we cannot but un- 
derſtand, the Words of ſome one Righteous 
and Merciful Prince: Then we ſhould far- 
ther refle&t, That Royal Bloud will run no 
longer, than that in the Veins of the mean- 
eſt Subject: That a Court ſtands as open to 
Diſeaſes as a Cottage: That Crowns, and 
Swords, and Scepters cannot awe, nor bribe 
the A7ng of Terrors Death. I have ſaid'ye 
are Gods, but ye ſhall die ike Men: For 10 
the haughty Heathen Monarchs, who aftec- 
ed to be Divine, ſoon proy d their Humanity 
by being Mortal. 

Nay, it has ſo hapned, that the Beſt Prin- 
ces have generally had the more early Tran- 
{lation to Heaven. Whither becauſe they 
molt deſpiſe the yain Glories of an Earthly 
C2 Crown, 
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Crown, and labour to be the more quickly 
deliver'd from the Burden of it: Or, whither 
by their great and good Deeds they fooner 
work out their Salyation, and delſerye the 
more ſpeedy Admiſſion into the Courts of 
Heaven: Or, whither their Subjects by ſuch 
a Loſs may be taught more to value ſuch a 
Bleſſing: Or whither, as the Text 1imphes, 
they ſtand in the Gap, and fence off the De- 
ſtruction of a profligate People, and mult be 
taken out of the way, that Gop may bea- 
venged on thoſe his Enemies. Whither for 
One, or All of theſe Reaſons, Holy and Re- 
I1g10us Princes are the ſhorteſt Loan from 
Heaven, ſooneſt call'd in from an ungrareful 
World. Thus the Jews loſt their good 1 Jof ah, 
before he was Forty Years of Age: ; and He, 
whom we Engliſh call'd our 7/ah, was a 
Minor in all but Piety and Parts: As if Rare 
Princes were to be ſhew'd only to the Earth, 
and then ſnatcht from it; to leave their 
Memory more eſteem'd, and turn Envy into 
Adnmuration. 

But let us ſecondly refle&t on no Man lay- 
ing this to Heart, nor conſidering the Great- 
neſs of ſuch a Loſs. 

Sorrow for the Dead was alway an Inſtinct 
of Nature, and alway a Precept of Religion; 

| and 
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and therefore alway a Cuſtom in civilized 
Countries, that, as So/omon expreſles 1t, 
when e Man goeth to his long Home, the £12. 
Mourners went about the Streets. "This Cere- © 7 
mony 1s paid to common Friends, and to or- 
dinary Relations: But when a Prince and 
Governour, when a righteous and merciful 
Prince and Governour reſigns a well-manag'd 
Scepter, and retires. into the inner Cham- 
bers of Death; then 1s 1t a National Cala- 
mity, and calls for a National Grief and La- 
mentat1on. 

When meek and rig ghteous Moſes was ta- 
ken away from the ] Tudging of 1ſrael, the 
People Wept. in the Plains of <Mp2ab, and ms 
tull Thirty Days were employ d in the; unin- 
termatted:Pehance of -Weeping'and Maourn- 
ing. When good ;Samue/ Died, all the {/rae- » Sam. 
[ites were gathered together, and lamented **: © 
him. When devout 79/1ah tell, they:-bemoan'd 
him,. and wept fore for hum, that, was gone a- Ir. 22. 
way, becauſe he ſhould return no mere, nor © 
ſee his Native Country. So ſtrict and ſolemn 
a Grief, that it became a Proverbial Exam- 
ple of Mourning: Agreat Mourning as the zect.r2 
Mourning of Hudradrimmon m 'the Valley ve. 11. 
of <Meeiddo. 

Nay, the want of ſuch Conduit Gon 
threat- 
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threatens as the moſt Reprobate hardneſs of 
Heart, which he can poſhibly inflit on an 
obſtinate People : It 1s denounc'd as the Por- 
tion of the Wicked, 7hoſe that remain of 
him /hall be buried in Death, and his Widows 
ſpall not weep + Or as the Plalmiſt expreſles 


Plal.ng. it, 7 here ſhall be no Widows to make lamen- 
ver.66, Farzon, And when the Prophet Jeremy was 


to repreſent the deſperate and loſt Condition 
of the Jews, he propoſes this as the heavieſt 
Tudgment : Thus ſaith the LorD, Enter not 
mnto the houſe of Mourning, neither go to la- 
ment nor bemoan them ; For I have taken a- 
way my Peace from this People, ſaith the 
Lord, even Loving-kindneſs and eMercies. 

And ſure Men's Hearts, like Pharoah's, 
muſt be doubly-harden'd, by their own Per- 
verſeneſs, and by the Judgment of GoD; be- 
fore they can reſiſt the Torrent of Grief, 
drove down by the: Death of an excellent 
Prince. Sure Chriſtian Rel:gion muſt be re- 
nounc'd, and common Humanity put off, 
before the decent Reſpetts of Silence and 
Sorrow can be omitted on ſuch a ſad Oc- 
caſion. 

Sure All, that have the Bowels of a Man, 
cannot but in meer Nature haye ſome Pity 
and Regret at the Inſtability of Humane | 
Great- } 
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Greatneſs; and to ſee how little Ulfiance 
there is between a Throne and a Grave. Sure 
All, that have any Love for their $0, any 
Value for their Religion, cannot but com- 
plain in Bitterneſs of Soul, when they loſc 
a KING that has been a Nurſing Father, or 
AQutEN that has been a Nur/mg Mother. 
And even All that are concern'd only for the 
Intereſt of the State, muſt needs commile- 
rate the Suffering of it, when the Head 1s 
laid low that did ſo wiſely Guide it : When 
There's an end of the Sagacity,and Courteſy, 
and Clemency, and all the other Excellence 
of Spirit, that was fit to fill a Throne, and 
ſaye a Nation. 

Sure Examples are not wanting -how 
much Griet, 'and grateful Reſpect, has been 
paid to the Aſhes of Wiſe and Vertuous 
Princes. I might ofter One from the known 
Annals of our own Nation: Maud, the Wite 
of King Henry the Firſt, a Princeſs, who by 
her Charity, and Aﬀability, and Piety; all 
temperd with Prudence, did ſo win upon 
the Hearts of all the Engliſh People, that 
when She came to Die, the Nation was in a 
perte&t Tumult of Grzef and Sorrow: They 
all lamented Her, as the moſt dutiful Daugh- 
ter of the Church, and the moſt affectionate 
Mo- 
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Fin. Hiſt. 


= And in all Diſcourſe and Writing,they ſcarce 
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Moti. of her Country : They labourd top 
touch her: Coffin, and- to ſalute her Grave: 


ever mention'd Her; but with this Character, 
Mold the Good Queen. 

Certainly our Reformd Religion muſt 
have now unprovd the ſenſe of Tenderneſs 
and Love, above the Temper of thoſe who 
liv'd in a Communion of a narrow and per- 
ſecuting Spirit. Certainly that Duſpohition, 
tor which we have ſince invented the Name 
of Good-nature ,. and boalt it the Propriety 
of -our Modern Eng/z/h Tongue, muſt incline 
us to more fott and compaſhonate Thoughts, 
than could ariſe to thoſe our roughand hardy 
Anceſtors :, And certainly, that very Breed- 
ing, to which our! Times ſo much pretend, 
mulſt direct us to all thoſe juft Civilities of 
Duty and Reſpect, which were leſs paid, and 
leſs due, in that Ruder Age. One would (I 
mean) imagine, that the Bleſling of. a Good 
QUEEN ſhould make a deeper Impreſs upon 
Engliſh Hearts ; and the being depriv d of that 
Bleſſing ſhould raiſe warmer Reſentments of 
Grief, than the like Providence did in the 
remote Reign of Hen. T. when the Normans 
were tran{ported with Conqueſt, and the 
SAXONS were duy- — L——_ with Oppreſſion ; 
when 
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when the Inſolence of one Party, and the 
Indignation of the other, were enough to 


take away all the better Aﬀe&tions of Hu- + 


mane Nature. 


It 15 1mpoſlible that Nature , Education, 
and Religion, when they are All refornt'd, 
ſhould be All leſs effeftual to ſtrike and 
wound the Hearts of a Nation, when they 
have loſtaQux Ex XN equal to the greatelt Ex- 


ample of paſt Ages. 


When, without ſuſpicion of Flattery , 


Her Character ſhall be drawn for the Ule of 


Poſterity. Poſterity will not believe, That 
a great part of Her People were Indifferent, 
and UnafteQed with Her Death; and only 


put on their Mourning, as the Phariſees did 
their Sackcloth, to appear unto Men. 
leaft, Poſterity will not believe, That ſome 


At 


were 1o Inſolent, as to Ridicule the Divine 
Judgment, and make a Mock at God's 
Anger, and their own Sin. A barbarous In- 
dignity, that could have been only tolerable 
in that Emperour, who, amidſt the Confla- 
gration of his City, was ſetting Muſick to 
the Flames: Or in that Other, who wiſht a 
lignal Calamity might happen in his Reign, 
to diſtinguiſh it from ordinary and unob- 


leryable Times. 
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The Thoughts of ſuch inhumane Practice 
will naturally lead us to the more melan- 
cholly RefleAion. 
For we are /a//ly to refle& on the fatal 
Reaſon of God's Providence, in ſo ſevere a 
Diſpenſation. The Righteous 7s taken away 


from the Evil to come. 


Hiſtory tells us, The Firſt Chriſtians were 
retreated to Pella, before the Siege and De- 
ſtruction of Zeru/alem : Orelſe,perhaps their 
Prayers might have turnd back the Armies 
of the Aliens, and ſtopt the Bloud that was 
imprecated on the Jews, and on their Chil- 
dren. Indeed God cannot execute a dreadful 
Judgment, while the Righteous remain to 
intercede, and turn afde his ſtretched out 
Arm. Had but Ten Righteous Perſons been 
found upon their Knees in S9Jdomz, they had 
quencht the Fire and Brimſtone, betore it 
tell on the polluted City. Yes! Righteous 
and Merciful Men, they are the Charzts 
and Horſemen of Iſrael: They are the Guar- 
dian Angels, and defend the Province over 
which they do prefide. 

The Metlenger of G oD told Lo?, that No- 
thing could be done againſt the City, while 
, he was within the Walls of it : Ha/? 7hee, 
, eſcape thither ; for 1 cannot do any thing till 
Thou 
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Thou be come thither. When the LoRD was 
wroth with his Inheritance of //-ae/, and 
reſoly'd their Iniquity ſhould be upon their 
own Heads; yet the Interceſſion of «Moſes 
ſtopt his drawn Sword; nor could he ſtrike 
till e Moſes ſhould let him alone. 7 have ſeer 
this People, ſaid the LoRD, and behold 1t is 
a /tiff-necked People : Now therefore let me 
alone, that my Wrath may wax hot againſt 
them, and that I may conſume them. $0 
much Violence does Gop himſelf ſeem to 
ſuffer from the Prayers of Holy Men : And 
in the moſt Sinful Land, it 1s rather a Threat 


Ex.3 1. 


Ver. 9. 


than a Decree, That Noah, Danzel, and Job, Eze.14- 


ſhall deliver Nothing but their own Souls. 

Oh! That a People were Wiſe, and would 
Conſider this! Who cannot but Conſider ? 
That when the Walls of a City are broken 
down, how ealy 1s 1t for the Enemies to en- 
ter and deſtroy ? When the Pillars of a Tem- 
ple are took away, how ſoon muſt the un- 
ſupported Fabrick fall? When the Banks are 
laid low, how naturally will the Waters 
oyerwhelm the defenceleſs Ground? Even 
{o, when the Righteous are taken away, 
how without Reſiſtance muſt deſcend the 
Ey1l to come ? 
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[t is true: While we refle& on former 
Mercies, and contemplate our preſent Af- 
fairs, we grow Sanguine, and preſume that 
All will be Safe and Happy: But while we 
take the other Proſpect of Divine Juſtice, 
and our own Proyocations of it; Then the 
Light Side of the Pillar 1s turnd round to 
Cloud and Darkneſs, and fearful Expecta- 
tions may remain, 

What Judgment may we expect? What 
may we not expect? Shall we chooſe any 
One of the Three Evils, which Gad ofterd 
to David? Shall Seven Nears of Famine come 
upon us in our Land? Our Bodies Hungry 
and Thirſty, and our Souls fainting in them ? 
No! Bleſs, O Lorp, our Victuals with En- 
creaſe, and ſatisfy our Poor with Bread ; and 
ſuffer usnot to know the want of that Plen- 
ty we abuſe! Shall we flee Three Months be- 
fore our Enemies, while they purſue us ? Shall 


invaſion, and Conqueſt, and Slavery, drown 


us 1n Sweat and Bloud? No! Defend us, 


Good Lorp, from barbarous and inſulting 


Foes: Give us the undeſerved Favour of - 


Victory Abroad, and Peace at Home ! Well, 
but Shall there be Three Days Peſtlence im | 
the Land? Shall Carcaſles fall in Heaps, and 
the Living be buried among the Dead ? Yea, | 

ra- 
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for his Mercies are great, and let us not fall 
into the Hand of Man : But rather, O Lord, 
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rather Let ws fall into the Hand of the Lord, 


turn away this Plague from us: Give us 
Strength and Health: Giye us leave to wait 
our appointed Time, till a natural and gen- 
tle Change ſhall come. 

Tho' the Hand-writing ſeems upon the 
Wall ; and the Sentence of Death be already 
executed againſt that juſt Perſon, who could 
alone have ſtopt the determind Woe: Yet, 
Let us turn unto the Lord with all our heart, 
with Faſting, and with Weeping, and with * any = 
e Mourning : Let us rend our Heart, and not 
our Garment ; and looking upon the Evil to 
come, let us try whither the Merciful and 
Gracious LoRD will Repent him of that 
Ew - Who knoweth, if he will return, and 
repent, and leave a Bleſſmg behind him? 

Merciful Gop! Let it be Judgment 
Enough! That we have loſt a Princeſs, whom 
paſt Ages never did Exceed, and future Gene- 
rations ſhall ſcarce ever Equal! Judgment 
Enough! That we have loſt the Benefit of 
{0 many Prayers of that Deyvout QUEEN, 
who lov'd no Apartment of Her Palace, ſo 
well as Her Chapel ; and behav'd Her-ſelf in 
it with that Zeal and AﬀeQion, as if = = 

CV 
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Gen.2s, liev'd it the Houſe of God, and the Gate of 


ver. 17. Heaven, which is now Open'd to Her: Who F 


made Her Cloſet a continued. Oratory of pri- 
vate Devotions : Who proſecuted all Bufi- 
neſs, as if She had no leiſure to Pray; and 
yet Pray'd ſo Continually, as if She had at- 

tended no other Buſineſs. Judgment enough: 
That we have loſt Her who believ'd Religt- 
on, and adorn 1it ; who underſtood the Con- 
{titution of our Church, and therefore lov d © 


it: Who Honour'd Divines for the Sake of -. 


their Profeſſion, and made Her Preferments 
the Reward of good Preaching, and good Liy- | 
ing. And (what 1s not improper to mention | 
within theſe Walls) Loſt Her, who was a | 
Friend to Learning, who knew how to chuſe 
Books, and to digeſt them ; and amidit all. 
urgent Aﬀairs, could deſcend to the Cares of 
a Library. Judgment Enough! That we 
have loſt Her, who paid all the obedient Du- 
ties of a Wife, ſo rare in Royal Conſorts, 
who, ina leſs Coparcenry than Hers, are 
tempted to bear no Equal, at leaſt to ac- þ 
knowledge no Superiour. Loſt Her, who | 
was a Miſtriſs Aﬀable and Humble; and who, | 
if She had wanted Power, could have been ' 
Perſwafive; whom ſupreme Authority could © 
not make Imperious to Her Scrvyants : " ] * 
et i 


SE: 8; 


” ſet Her Maidens an Example of Domeſtick 
” Induſtry; and Govern'd Her Family, as if 


that had been her Only Kingdom. Loſt Her ! 
Who could Rule a Nation, and make Her 
Lord ſeem Abſent to None, but to Her-ſelf: 
Who could do Juſtice without Revenge, and 


 ſhew Mercy without Weakneſs, and Reign 

in the Hearts of Her People. In a word, 
: Judgment Enough! To loſe Her, wherein 
: Her Quality has loſt an Ornament, Her Sex 


a Glory, Her Nation a Blefling, and the 
World an Example. | 

Good GoD! Permit no other Judgment 
to fall upon us: Let Us the Prze/zs, and You 
the People, Weep betiween the Porch and 
the eAltar ; and let us ſay, Spare thy People 


O Lord, and give not thy Heritage to Re- 
' proach: Be zealons for thy Land, and pity 


thy People, Thy Diſtrefled People. 


To Thee, O Father of Mercies, with the 
Son of thy Love, and the Spirit of Conſo. 


Z lation, beaſcrib'd the Kingdom, Power, and 


Glory, for Eycr and Ever. c Amen. 


